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IMLS GRANT-FUNDED PROJECTS
TO BE SHOWCASED AT THE 2008 WEBWISE CONFERENCE
Conference to be Held March 5-7, 2008

MIAMI BEACH, FL (February 9, 2008)—From a revamped open-source website for museum educators, to
new metadata infrastructure software, twelve innovative projects designed for and by the museum and
library community will be showcased at the 2008 WebWise Conference. Co-sponsored by the Institute of
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and The Wolfsonian-Florida International University, and supported
by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the WebWise Conference is an annual event which draws
museum, library, information systems, and other related professionals to explore new research and
innovation in digital technology. The 2008 WebWise Conference will take place March 6-7 in Miami Beach,
Florida, with a day of pre-conference sessions scheduled for March 5. The theme of the conference is
“WebWise 2.0: The Power of Community.”

Separate from the main speaker sessions, the projects featured at the 2008 WebWise Conference will be
presented on March 6. Conference attendees will have the opportunity to watch project demonstrations
as well as speak directly with project presenters. Many of the tools and resources that will be presented
are freely available, and therefore reflect the WebWise Conference goal of promoting technology transfer
and institutional collaboration among cultural heritage institutions. Among the projects being presented
are LibX, an open-source browser plug-in that allows users to search library resources remotely, and
Red Butte Garden’s innovative hand-held interpretation system, a device that can access collections data
using geographic information systems.
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Other projects being featured at the 2008 WebWise Conference include:

Web-Based Environmental Risk Analysis for Museums and Libraries (WEBERA)
Presented by James M. Reilly, Rochester Institute of Technology, Image Permanence Institute
www.myclimatedata.org

Created in response to findings reported in the IMLS-supported Heritage Health Index study concerning
environmental storage conditions for museum and library collections, WebERA is a web-based system
that aids in environmental risk analysis. Using internet connections, the storage environments of a pilot
group of 10 museums and 5 libraries are being monitored and evaluated. Still being developed, WebERA
will ultimately be offered as a public service to the museum and library community.

Build a City
Presented by Louis Gerteis, University of Missouri-St. Louis

Partnered with the St. Louis area museums Campbell House, Old North St. Louis Restoration Group
Museum, and Museum of Westward Expansion, the University of Missouri-St. Louis developed a toolkit
that enables non-technical users to use three-dimensional imaging technology to create interactive
museum exhibits. Using the toolkit, users recreate historical context for exhibits by creating virtual cities,
buildings, streets, and other settings. The toolkit can be used to develop online presentations or stand-
alone displays.

The True North Project
Presented by Robert Horton and Lesley Kadish, Minnesota Historical Society
www.mnhs.org/truenorth

Integrating history with geography, The True North Project was created by the Minnesota Historical Society
to help geography teachers meet state graduation standards for geography. The project’s website uses
Geographical Information Systems [GIS] technology to link and layer data-based representations of
historic events and modern and historical maps. Lesson plans for grades 4-8 and lesson guides for
grades 9-12 classrooms were created specifically for The True North Project.

All of the projects highlighted at WebWise were developed with grant support from the Institute of
Museum and Library Services. To read complete abstracts of all twelve projects that will be presented at
the 2008 WebWise Conference website, visit the WebWise Conference website:
http://webwise2008.fcla.edu. The WebWise Conference is sponsored annually by the Institute of Museum
and Library Services. The 2008 WebWise Conference will be co-hosted by The Wolfsonian-FIU, with
support from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Additional support is provided by the Florida
Center for Library Automation, the Miami Beach Visitor and Convention Authority, and uVu, a service of
Digital 2.

About The Institute of Museum and Library Services

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s
122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. Its mission is to grow and sustain a “Nation of Learners” because
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life-long learning is essential to a democratic society and individual success. Through its grant making,
conventions, research and publications, the Institute empowers museums and libraries nationwide to
provide leadership and services to enhance learning in families and communities, sustain cultural
heritage, build twenty-first-century skills, and increase civic participation. To learn more about the
Institute, please visit: http://www.imls.gov.

About The Wolfsonian-Florida International University

The Wolfsonian is a museum, library, and research center that uses objects to illustrate the persuasive
power of art and design. The collections comprise approximately 120,000 pieces from the period 1885 to
1945 — the height of the Industrial Revolution until the end of the Second World War — in a variety of
media, including: furniture; industrial-design objects; works in glass; ceramics; metal; rare books;
periodicals; ephemera; works on paper; paintings; textiles; and medals. The curatorial goal is to explore
what it means to be modern, and to tell the story of social, historical, and technological changes that have
transformed our world.

The Wolfsonian is located at 1001 Washington Avenue, Miami Beach, Fla. Admission is $7 adults; $5
seniors, students, and children six-12; free for Wolfsonian members, State University System of Florida
staff and students with ID, children under six, and Miami Beach residents with ID. The museum is open
Monday, Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday from noon-6pm; Thursday and Friday from noon-9pm; and is
closed on Wednesday. Contact us at 305.531.1001 or visit us online at www.wolfsonian.org.

The Wolfsonian receives ongoing support from the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of
Cultural Affairs, and the Florida Arts Council; National Endowment for the Arts; Miami-Dade County
Department of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board
of County Commissioners; City of Miami Beach, Cultural Affairs Program, Cultural Arts Council; the
Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Foundation; William J. and Tina Rosenberg Foundation; The Miami Herald;
and Karla Conceptual Event Experiences.
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